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Serious Hints, 


"We, 


Religions FO VEE! ih Lozs's Da. is a duty 0 

indiſpenſable; and the profanation of it, a ſin, of ſo 

flagrant a nature; that laws both Divine and human 
- ive concurred, to enhance the ſacred obligation of the Ore 

and to puniſh the criminality of the latter. 

2. The duty, to keep one day out of ſeven, holy to the 3 Is 

2 funded upon the will, and poſitive inſtitution, of the Divine Lau- 


. 


5 _ giver himſelf upon the inviolable ſanctions of his Tighteous 
laæu ;- upon the loving requiſitions of his bleſſed goſpel ; upon 


rhe ſacred example of Cax1sT and his apoſtles ;- upon the Pecu- 
liar honor, which the Lox of the Sabbath hath ſtamped on be 
jirft day of the week, by his glorious reſurrection from the dead ;— 


and upon the venerable uſage of the primitive church, as well as 
te invariable practice of every chriſtian community, from ul dle 
5 apoſtolic æra, down to the preſent day. 


„„ 10% conſcientious performance of the duty, upon evangeli 
2 cal principles, are annexed, promiſes of various bleſſings, "OR 
and temporal: while, a violation of it hath ever been marked with 
the moſt tremendous curſes, and heavieſt judgments ; whether the 


violators have been nations in general, or individuals in particular, 


* Blefſed is the man,” faith the Lord by the prophet Iſaiah 


&« that doeth this, and the ſon of man that layeth hold on it; 


that keepeth the Sabbath, from polluting it.” I/ lvi. 2.--< If thou 
turn away thy foot from the ſabbath, from doing thy pleaſure 01 
my holy day, and call the ſabbath a delight, the holy of the Lon, 
and honrable ; and ſhalt honor him, not doing thine own ji 


nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words e then 


| ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Loxy, and I will cauſe thee to 
ride upon the high places of the carth, and feed Fee - with the 
Heritage of Jacob. v2 Iviti. 13, 14. © 0 
4. As every nation is likely to floriſh, only in 1 proportion to its 
veneration for the laws of heaven; it hath been judged adviſable, 
by chriſtian fates, to enact particular laws, founded upon the pre 
.  cepts of the Divine Law; and to enforce them by ſuch penaltics 
as might tend to ſuppreſs the overflowings of ungodlineſ, and 
thereby maintain the peace and. well-being of the community. 
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in ſtate- policy. 


ſtate, excellent proviſion hath been made, for the ſanctions of the 


one, and the ſtability of the other: and it will ever be found, that, 


to preſerve inviolate the coalition between both, is the grand ſecret, 
Whereas, in proportion as their interwoven obli- ; 
gations are diſſolved, or their reſpective ſanctions are e relaxed; 
miſery, impiety, and ruin, will inevitably enſue. $4 

5. This alarming conſideration hath induced the Britiſh an 


| which profeſſes its foundation upon the above plan, to affix par- 
ticular penalties to a violation of the fourth precept of the moral 
law: whereby * Remember the ſabbath day, to reep it holy) becomes, 


not only an acknowledged precept in the ſacred code, but is like- . 
wiſe conſtituted a law of the realm. Indeed, by all nations, pro- 
{cling the religion of Jeſus, /abbath-breaking hath been ever ranked 
among thoſe crying fins, which bring after them deſolation and 
deſtruction. And, that the abandoned, in this ae ſhould DE 


not fin with impunity, it is enacted, 


« By the ſtatute of the 1 C. c. 1. that there ſhou'd be no con- 


: « courſe of people out of if their gab har i/hes on. the Logy? s day, for 


40 any ſport « or paſtimes, nor any common lays, or other unlave 
ful exereiſes and paltimes, uſed by : any perſons, ewithin their own 
60 pariſhes ; 3 on pain that every a Walk roxrEir FOR EVERY. - 5 
« OFFENCE 38. 4d. 2 the poor.” SE | 

& And by the 29 C 


« neſs or work of their ordinary callings on the Loxp's day, 
(except works of neceſſity and charity) on pain of forfeiting { 
« and alſo that no perſon ſhall publicly cry, ſhew forth, or expoſe 
* to ſale, any wares, merchandizes, Fruit, herbs, goods or chat- 
tels, on the Loxp's day, (except crying and e of milk, 5 
and mackarel) on pain of forfeiting 5s.” * _ | 
6. As DRUNKENNESS, in its effects and conſequences, i is no leſs 
injurious to the welfare of public ſociety, than deſtructive to the 
ſouls and bodies of men; ; It hath been judged prudent to bring 
this deteſtable crime within the peculiar cognizance of the civil 
law; and to make thoſe who »radce it, and thoſe who wilfully ex- 
courage it, equally punithable. And as tipling i is accounted a crime 
upon any day, it is more clpecially obnoxious to penalty vpan the . 
Lonp's day: Therefore, 5 
It is enacted by 1 C. c. 4. 21. BY e. 7 has 5 207 e 
e viaualler, alchouſe-keeper, or tavern-keeper, do ſuffer any perſon 
8 to continue drinking or r Lipling therein; be (the inn- keeper) 


* See Bran 8 Jus rie, vol. 3, p. 107, 108. 


* .« ſhall. 


| 2. C. 7, it is nated; that no 0 OS 
RM” artificers, or: other en ſhall excerciſe any 1 dly labor, buſi- 


„ 


ſhall on conviction thereof before the Mayor or a Juſtice of the 
ce Peace, FORFELT for. TO THE POOR : the ſame to be levied by 
&. the Conſtables or Churchwardens. And moreover ſuch alehouſe- 
4 keeper ſhall be DISABLID, FOR THz S OF ' THREE YEARS, to 
keep any ſuch alehouſe. „ 3 
„% De. . . d. it is arther enacted, that if 


* 


* 


66 


* 


6 any perſon ſhall continue drinking or tipling in any inn or ale- 


, houſe, he ſhall rokr 1T For ivigy oFFenc® 38. 4d.; or elſe 
« be ſett in the en, for every MS a the pace of four 

„ hours. © | 

% By FX Es 5. f 2. E perſon who ſhall * DRUNK, and 

. thereof ſhall be convicted, on the oath of one witneſs, ſhall 


= FORFEIT FOR THE FIRST OFFENCE 5s. and in caſe of refuſal, 
„ ſhall be COMMITTED TO THE STOCKS, there to remain n by the 


„ ſpace of s SIX HOURS, 


5 5 * And, by 4 J. c. 5. ſ. 6, if any per ſon, once convicted of Saw: 
5 kenneſr, ſhall alter that, be again convicted of the like offence, 
& he ſhall be bounden with two  faretics: 1 in a recog nizance of ich, ; 


— with a condition to be from henceforth of good er. oy 


7. By the foregoing extracts, it appears, that the ſtate has made 
= rigorous and neceſſary proviſion againſt prof; aneneſs in gener al, 
and againſt the profanation of che ſabbath in particular. How 
happy wou'd it be if the laws of God were ſo univer ſally revered, : 
as to render the ſanctions of men, ſuperfluous ! But, while vice, in 
various for ms, is ſo predominant; and the ſons of riot and in- 


temperance are ſo audacious : the eſtabliſhment of theſe penal 
laws is not more lalutary to che public good, eas the execution ol 
. ne is neceſſary. - 8 | 
The notorious proſanation of the day of the Lord, 
5 4 the kingdom, rendered ſtill more alar ming by a crimi— 
nal connivance, which makes no inconſiderable portion of our na- 
tional guilt; hath prompted ſome to form themſelves into religious 
Weisties, with a view to the ſuppreſlion of the ſpreading evil. "One 
under that peculiar denomination, has been juſt eſtabliſhed in the 
 metropslis of this kingdom; in which, the miniſters, officers, and 
members of ſeveral parithes haye warmly united. And, tho it is 
but in the infancy of its eſtabliſhment, much good has been 


aAlr eady done; while much more may reaionably be expected, in 


proportion as the zeal and augen, of the members increaſe with 
their number. | 


9. How deſirable a ming would it be, that the country ſhould 


r See Burn's aa V. I. P. 37, 38. — 
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take the important hint from the chief city] and that ſome paroch; ,7 


plan ſhould be adopted hy every pariſh, throughout the kingdom, 
for a ſimilar laudable parpoſe ! The plan might be conſtructed 
on very imple principles, to be agreed upon in a meeting of the 
| magiltrates, miniſters, pariſh officers, &c. and when confirmed by 
their unanimous and hearty approbation, might be productive of 
effects, greatly to the honor of God, and the good of ſociety. 
1 18 . cannot he ere omit mentioning that the molt ann der abe | 


pariſh i in this town, 6 hath begun a laudable ſcheme for the ſup- 


_ pretiion of Ake deen . and for carrying into execution, the 
Jaws in for 


made to know, that ſuch impudent profanation of the ſabbath, 


Merits the punukment of the tach, Or incurs a penalty for cy ery. 


58 The Pariſh of St. Cuap. 
| "The Oarn of C/ bufch=wardens, © 
« You ſha!l / frear, * it you will truly and faithfully execute the office at's 
* Church-warden within your pariſh ; and that you will, according to the 


e beſt of your {kill and knowledge, preſent ſuch things and perſins, as are pre» 


s tentable by the ecclefiaſtical laws of the realm. $9 help you Gov! . 


6c fr 1e OA 'THh of $1deſmen. 
* You ſhall ſwear, that vou will ass1sT the Church-warde ns in the exe- 
t cution of their office, to tar as (by law) you are bound to do. So help 
10 You Go ! j*» | | = -_- ; — = N _ 


offence, 


e againſt ſuch as hall be found guilty of that grievous. 
_ offence, "Untherto, the zealous aſſiduity of the miniſter and pariſh 
officers hath been at ended with that degree of ſucceſs, which, it is 
to be hoped, will encourage them to perſevere in their commenda- 
ble deſign p and render cheir example abel. ab it 7 2 imitation 
| Selbe, 8 VVV 3 | | 
{81-30 concurr ence wi vith the 1 me plan, it is 1 by the 
8 minil ter, church-war dens, overſeers, and lideſmen, &c. of the pariſh ” 
St. Alkmond, that the uſual ſteps, as tl! DEF BE6 directed by 
laws civil and eccleſiaſtical, ſhould be taken for the purpoſe ot de- 
tecting notorious ſabbaih-breaters. Wich this view, it is propoſed, 
that ſuitable exhortations ſhould be given in public and private: — 
: that the church dens ſhould not 1 ſcarch diligently the 
public houſes in time of divine ſer vice; but allo keep a {trict watch 


cover theſe ny ot the er of intem] erance, thr oughout the 


whole of the 1 rd s day; that Hey, their „l ſinen, and the ver- 


: feers, faccarding to the ſole mn OATH * of the firſt, and agrecable 
to the official obligations of al) ſhould take care to 4 preſent” 
diſorderly houſes (if any there be in the pariſh) and pro fligate per- 

| ſons, ho may be found in the. practice of any ſcandaious y ices 

upon the Lory's day ; ſuch as drunkenneſs, blaſpheming, &c. 
. Particular attention ſhould be paid to the evil practice of | 

17 ” ing and ſelling on the Lokd's s dry; and thoſe, who are ſo dar- 

Ing as to expo/? fruits, &c. to ſale 1 in the public ſtreets, ſhou'd be 
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offence of 5s. Proper notice taken of theſe pic violations 
of the fourth commandment, might in ſome meaſure ſerve as a 
tacit reproot to thoſe, who are gal, of the impious duplicity of 
pretending to reverence the fabbath by /hutting their ſhops, while 
they are continually pg of the goods contained in them, with as 
little ſcrupuloſity,-as if the eye of Oiuuiſcience ſaw no deeper than 
human penetration, or as if fecret finuing were not as much prohi- 
bited by the law of Gop, as open tranſgreſſion. This cuſtom of 
clandeftine ſabbath-breaking, is a great and prevailing evil, and 


3 one conſiderable br anch of the cry ng abominations of 


- this guilty land. And, tho? nothing will cereataly eradicate this 
= grievance, but a conſcien tious dread of offending the Maje ity of 
heaven in private as well as. public, founded upon an univerſal re- 
ception of the goſpel of Cunisr: yet, the vigilunce of civil and 
eccleſiaſtical officers may contribute Ye ery much to Wards retraining | 
the predominant evil. | | | 5 
3 It is a well- known and 5 1 fact, that the Loxn's * 
1 day. is too much dedicated to vanity and paſtime ; and th: it, in- 
lead of being made a ſeaſon of reſt from worldly amuſements as 
well as worlaly labor, it is converted, by multitudes, into a day 


of pleaſurable recreation and profane ſport, Not to ſay, how 


much this obſervation affects too many in high life, whole exa ple 
: by no means bears a proportion with their elevation in fortune 
it need only be mentioned, upon the preſent ſubject, that a 5 
ol che lower claſs of people, may often be ſound in the ſuburbs 
and out{kirts of great towns, as well as in country 3 8 Fol- 
lected togecher, for pur poſes of profane amuſement. Pariſh. 
_ avate; f as they are 79% conducted, generally teem with aſſemblies 
of this nature. And, confidering how groſsly theſe parochial 


feaſts are degenerated from the intent of their original inſtitution; 


what ſcenes of riot and debauchery are often exhibited at them; 
. how much the name of God is diſhonored by the drunkenneſs, 2 | 
bremies, objeenities, lewd rage -plays, and other impious oo ts, which, 


+ Theſe feaſts were originally intended, to. commemerate the day of the | 


dedication of the church, and to keep up the annual commemoration in 
honor of the Patron Saiat to whom the church was dedicated. They were 
called Mater, or Vigiliæ, becaule the pariſhioners kept themſelves Waking the 


whole night preceding the dedication-day, for the purpoſes of piety and de- 


votion. As the inſtitution of theſe feaſts was originally founded in popith 
ſuperſtition, they ought to be aboliſhed, even on that account. But they 
more abundantly merit a total diſcontinuance now, becauſe they reſemble 


more a heathen revel, than a devotional feaſt ; while, the abominations com- 


mitted at many of them, would almoſt induce one to ſuppoſe, that Satan was 
the god worſhipped by the abandoned votaries; if one may be permitted to 
form a judgment, reſpecting pcopis's faverut deity, from the favorite works 
they bring forth. | | | 
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prevail at them; and how much, therefore, they tend to the cor- 
rupting the manners of the common people, and to the promoting 
every work of che Devil : it becomes a matter, deeply incumbent | 
on the civil magiitrate and eccleſiaſtical officer to unite with their 
reſpective aſliſtants, in diſperſing all ſue. unlawful revels, as they 
are ſo ſhamefully proſtituted to the purpoſes of vanity and pro- 
faneneſs; more eſpecially, whenever they occur, upon the ſacred 
day of God. For, there is not a parochial moral evil that demands 
a more ſpeedy ſuppreſſion, than this ſpecies of profanation. And, 
howſoever „ certain lewd fellows of the baſer ſort' might r regret 15 
the abolition of theſe diforderly meetings; yet, I am perſuaded 
ſuch an event would adminiſter not a little ſolid ſatisſaction to 
every ſerious chriſtian; as, by breaking up theſe haunts of the 
40 beaſts of the peuple,“ vice, in one of its impetuous ſtreams, ; 
_ would be radically cut off, and a way opened for the more proba- 
ble eſtabliſhment of religious decorum i in country pariſhes. And 
how much good night be effected, on this head, if faithful exkhor- 
tations from che pulpit were added 1 to the due Teltramts of law, 1 
I need not mention. N 5 
14. It ſeems a matter . of notice here, chat [abbath- 155 
breakers ſhould be made to know, that a ft inctification of the 
Loxp's day i is not merely limited to the time of divine fervice, but 
- that i it is to be extended to every interval and moment of the a? 
of the ſacred day; between, before, and after „the ſtated hours of 
public worſhip. One part of the day 1s in itſelt as ſacred as the 
other: and to ſuppoſe the contrary, 15 to. ſuppoſe, that one part 
only ought to be conſecrated to religious exerciſes, and chat all 
the reſt may be devoted to warty buſineſs, amuſements, and 
every kind of tr affic. A ſuppoſition this, calculated to induce 
every perſon „ to do what ſeemeth right in his own eyes,“ on the 
Lord's day, as well as upon any other; and a ſuppoſition too, 
which, it is to be feared, furniſhes the profiigate and the vain, 
with apologies for the moſt impious and inconſiſtent conduct, but 
Vhich is abſolutely ine xcuſable, on the dictates of reaſon and reli- 
gion, and is expreſsly condemnable by the laws of God and man. 
15. In order that the preceding hints, in ſpeculation, may be 
formed into ſome well-concerted plan, and ripened into actual 
execution; would it not highly conduce to the honor of God, and 


the general good of ſociety, if Juſtices of the Peace in general, 


chief magiſtrates in particular, clergymen, and pariſh-officers, 
would ſeriouſly deliberate upon ſome laudable ſcheme, for the ſfup- 


pr efſion of ſcandalous vice in general, and of that complained of, 


in particular? Surely civil and eceleſialtical officers may moſt 
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reaſonably coaleſce ir into a body, 25 the . of diſconntenanc= 
"ng the profanation of things ſacred ;' when both are obligated 4 
by the very nature of their reſpective Manet, to be * a terror 
to evil doers, and a praiſe to them that do well ;” and when the 
great objects preſented to view, are the glory of God, and the 


eſſential welfare of our fellow-creatures. Societies are eſtabliſhed, 
for purpoſes of charity, to which, perſons of the higheſt diſtinction, 


_ eſteem i it an honor to give their names. Why may not a Tociety a 
be formed againſt ſabbath- breaking? No one can doubt, but it 
would be founded upon a OF Y principle; ſince it is an act of 
higher and more noble charity, to conſult the zumortal welfare of 5 
our fellow creatures, than to provide ſor their temporal advant- - 
age: though indeed a proviſion for the one neceſſarily includes a a 
reſpect to the other: and the charity of ſuch a ſcheme will appear 
ſtill farther heightened, if it be taken into conſideration, that the 
laws of God are infinitely ſuperior in ſanctity and i importance, tothe 
laws of men; and that a diſpoſition to obey the former is the ſureſt 


Incentive to an obſervance of the latter. Beſides, as ſabbath- 


| breaking i is a ſin that brings after it a train of evils; that intro- , 
_ duces to all the haunts of intemperance, and, thereby, to every 
ſpecies of miſery and i ignominy 3 ; that often leads to the moſt dar- 


ing impieties, which terminate in ruin of body and ſoul: to obvi- 


ate theſe evils, by ſtriking at the baleful root of them, becomes an 


- indiſpenſable duty ; while any ſcheme, tending to promote the 5 
important work, wou'd be recommendatory of benevolence and 


- humanity, in a moſt exalted degree. 
16. While it is preſumed, that every humble propoſal to Reiche 


the inſtitutions of heaven from popular abuſe, and to enforce the 
laws of the Moſt High God, will meet with encouragement from 
all who wiſh well to chriſtianity : : it becomes a matter of more ear- 

. neſt deſire and more ſanguine expectation, that all who miniſter in 


1 holy things may be enabled to enter deeply into the ſpirit of it; and 


to give, to every ſuch plan, the double recommendation of precept : 
and precedent ! And, as without the divine aid 66 nothing 15 


ſtrong , nothing i is holy % may the bleſſing of Gop crown all our 
ee ee « begun, continued, and ended in him,” that they 


may terminate in his glory and the welfare of immortal ſouls! 


May ſuch a ſpirit of vital religion be revived in our day, as may 
lay the foundation of every chriſtian virtue and every religious 
duty! Then ſhall we no longer hear perſons. ſcoff at the ſabbath, 


and ſay, What a wearineſs is it!” But, we ſhall eſteem that 
- ſacred day, in its ſervices, “a delight, and honorable ;? and ſhall 
- rejoice in its ſignificant inſtitution, as Freigang taat et ternal 


s reſt which remaineth for the people of W 8058 1. . 
8 T HE EN D. 21 92, 


* 


4 . . 
5 


e | 


